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The Ashlands & Misterton Federation 
  

We are a Federation where everyone grows in mind, body and spirit, with the confidence to be aspirational, 
independent and creative learners who enjoy their work and achieve in all aspects of their life. 

 
 
 
                                             

                                           Love of learning, love of life, love of one another 
“Life in all its fullness” John 10:10  

 
Executive Head: Nicola Ball  

Chair of Governors: Ellie Kading  
 

This Federation is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 

 

 
 

 
24th April 2020  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very warm welcome to Ashlands Church of England First School!  The Ashlands team are incredibly 
pleased that your child will be joining our school in September and we are looking forward to welcoming 
you and your child to our Federated school community. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say hello and introduce Mr Pearse, my amazing Early Years teacher 
to you.  Mr Pearse will be your child’s first teacher at Ashlands School.  He has an awesome passion for 
teaching and has great experience and knowledge of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  He is also proud 
to be one of the Early Years Moderation team for the Local Education Authority across the Southwest 
Area. 

As you can imagine, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, school life is currently looking very different for us 
here at Ashlands.  However, our whole school team are making the most of it and are rising to the 
challenge of engaging our children with enjoyable ‘distance learning’.  School is open to support the 
children of key workers, and our vulnerable children.   
  
The induction process for your child will look different this year as we adapt to the limitations presented 
by the current lockdown but rest assured we will ensure you and your child are very much supported 
through their next steps on their learning journey.  
 
During the Summer term, we would normally be inviting you to come to a parent meeting where you 
would meet the teachers and staff that will be working with your child in September.   We would also set 
up 4 ‘play to learn sessions’ where your child would come in for an afternoon to start their transition into 
their new environment and begin to ‘find their feet’.  Obviously due to the COVID-19 pandemic we are 
not currently able to hold these meetings at this stage.    We will review this in line with the Government 
guidance for social distancing in the next month or so with the hope that we can meet later in the term.  
In the event that this is not possible then we will put an alternative plan in place with guidance given as to 
what this will look like at a later date.   
 
Every year we are especially mindful of the pressures our parents of new starters feel as their child starts 
a new part of their learning journey.  This year obviously holds more challenges than we have faced 
before but we are a great team who have your child’s best interests at heart - please be assured that we 
are working extremely hard to ensure your child has a smooth transition into school and we will find the 
right way to do this.  
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In the next few weeks Mr Pearse will prepare a welcome pack for you.  This will be full of information 
about how your child’s first year of learning.   Mr Pearse will also be making a telephone call to introduce 
himself on Monday and answer any questions you may have.  
 
Stay safe and well.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 

Nicola Ball 
Executive Headteacher  


