
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to  

Dear Parents and Friends,  

We are fast rocketing towards the end of this academic year.  We are being blessed with super weather 
and the children are all enjoying that awesome feeling that comes at the end of a good year of work and 
play.  

The last few weeks have brought me many opportunities to reflect on how our children have matured 
over the year and how their behaviour and attitude to learning is a constant source of pride.  Just a few 
examples include; the end of year trip to Crealy - which was a resounding success. I was super proud 
(although not surprised in any way shape or form) to hear how many compliments the children received 
about their great attitudes and behaviour.  We received profound thanks from Mrs Drake (a 
representative from the Multiple Sclerosis Society) when she came to lead an assembly about the journey 
the milk bottle tops we have been collecting will take.  The CISP Maths Day  and the phone call I received 
from Mr Winch at Maiden Beech to share how super the Year Four visitors were was brilliant. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the leavers Service at St Bartholomew's Church on Wednesday.   It is always special 
to come together as three schools and celebrate with the members of our church community.   I am now 
of the opinion that every year will tug at my heartstrings as looking across the Ashlands and Misterton 
children we have super personalities who will be missed as we venture into the 2017 2018 academic 
year.   

With two weeks and one day to go we still have some great activities to share  so please make sure you 
check the diary.  

Hopefully I will see you all tonight at the School Fete.  The Friends are busy setting up as I write and there 
is a buzz of excitement around the school!  

Have a super weekend and stay safe in the sun.  

 

Nicola Ball 
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Crealy Trip – Holly and Beech 

We had a fabulous day out at Crealy Adventure Park on Tuesday 27th June.  The behaviour of the children was as 
brilliant as ever which attracted praise from at least two Crealy staff members.   Although it was a long day, the 
children paced themselves and maintained their enthusiasm all day. Highlights included the thorough soaking of 
staff and children (I think Ellie is still wringing out her jumper!), Miss Wyatt and Mrs Barratt’s many adventures on 
every ride around the park (with and without the children) and going around Maximus until we answered Math’s 
questions! A massive thank you to the parents who volunteered and came along to help us make this trip possible.  
I think they enjoyed it as well!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A trip to Crealy – Ash and Hazel 

Ash and Hazel class had a super day out at Crealy on Thursday 22nd June. The children enjoyed their long 

trip down the A303 but were very excited to see the signs for the park, leading to a huge spontaneous 

cheer!  

We headed to the entrance and on arrival we were entertained by the staff with juggling and plate 

spinning. We then went straight in to the play fort for snack before going on to the rides. We tried the 

Dino Jeeps, the Flying Machines, Maximus, Pirate Ships and the indoor rollercoasters before stopping for 

lunch. Some of us were a little nervous at first but we overcame our fears and lots of giggles were had by 

all (and only one hat flew off!). It was very busy morning and we were all hungry by the time lunch came 

around.  

After that, we continued to visit the rides with all the children having chosen a ride to go on. Finally time 

caught up with us and we went for one last (very wet) ride on the Log Floom. It was much taller than we 

thought and there was plenty of screams as we sped down into the waiting water below. We then walked 

back to the bus to return to school. 

It was a weary group of travellers who travelled back to Ashlands.  Many took a snooze on the way back 

and we were very glad to return safe and sound. Mr Coath and Miss Williams were very much ready for a 

sleep! What a fabulous day we all had!                                                                                                                  

Mr Coath and Miss Williams.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Country Dancing 
 
The Children from across the Federation travelled with parents to Wells to parade through Wells City 

Centre and spend the afternoon dancing on the green in front of the spectacular Wells Cathedral on a 

glorious sunny afternoon. 

  

“Although it was hot, the children did brilliantly well and got to take part in a very special event.” – Mrs  

Hooper 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Out of School Achievement 
 
Well done to Wilbur Kirton for taking part in the CHICS concert at Maiden Beech and coming 1st in the 
Crewkerne Junior Triathlon for local boys! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to Ellie White for coming 2nd in the girl’s category in the Forde Abbey 1500m race on Thursday 
29th June and well done to everyone else who took part in this race. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any achievements from an out of school activity please let your teacher know, we would love 
to celebrate these with you! 
 

 



BACS payments 

We are pleased that so many of you are using our new BACS payment service.  Please could you ensure when 
paying by BACs that you use the correct reference as below.  The bank account details are used for the whole of 
Somerset County Council and without the correct reference payments can be incorrectly allocated!  Please do not 
batch multiple payments under one code as it makes it difficult to unpick at our end.  Thank you.  If you are unsure 
please just ask the lovely ladies in the office. 

             122 75007SURNAME       for school meals 

122 71505SURNAME       for swimming 

122 71504SURNAME       for trips and visits 

122 71502SURNAME       for after school clubs  

122 75004SURNAME       for breakfast club 

 
 
 
 

Milk Bottle Top Recycling 
 

 
The children of Ashlands Church of England First School have been collecting milk bottle tops for 

the Yeovil, Sherborne and District Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society since September 

2016.  The response has been absolutely overwhelming and to date they have collected at least 

twelve bin bags full!    The children welcomed the Mrs Drake, Chairperson of the Branch into 

school this week to deliver an assembly to explain how bottle tops are converted to fundraising 

for the MS Society and also how they are recycled into fleece tops!   Ashlands First School is a Zero 

to Landfill school and recycling plays a big part of our daily lives, we are extremely proud of our 

green footprint efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CISP MATHS DAY 

Children from Ashlands and Misterton took part in a CISP Maths in Action Day at Wadham. They had to 
draw and measure accurately, make patterns, make and fly helicopters and convert currencies. 

 

 

 



Online Safety Advice 

Summer Holidays and the Family Agreement  

With the Summer holiday coming up, is now a good time to have a family agreement about the use of 
technology? A family agreement Summer Holidays and the Family Agreement is a great way to start a 
conversation with your whole family about how you all use the internet and discuss together how to 
behave in a positive way when online at home, at school or at a friend’s house. 

A good example is the Childnet Family Agreement which can be found here: http:// 
www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement  

 

Snapchat's New Snap Maps Feature  

Last week, Snapchat announced a new feature to their photo and video sharing app called ‘Snap Maps’, 
which allows users to share and access ‘snaps’ by location. 

“We've built a whole new way to explore the world! See what's happening, find your friends, and get 
inspired to go on an adventure! It's easy to get started — just pinch to zoom out and view the Map!” 
What is it? With this new update, users will be able to see their friends and other users on a map view. By 
clicking on a friend’s “Actionmoji”, users can then view their ‘stories’ or begin a chat. 

With this in mind, it is important that users understand exactly who can see their location and access 
their ‘snaps’. The first time you access ‘Snap Maps’, a tab will appear which gives you the option to 
choose who can see your location: My friends; select friends; only me (Ghost mode). Users can also 
change their preference at any time by accessing their location preferences in the settings options 

 

Some useful websites 

 www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/snapchat  

 www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-help/snapchat 

 www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/snapchat-safety-how-to-guide-for-parents  

 www.snapchat.com/l/en-gb/safety- Snapchat's own advice for parents 

 https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/introducing-%E2%80%98snap-maps%E2%80%99-newlocation-sharing-

feature-snapchat 

 

 

 

http://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/snapchat
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-help/snapchat
http://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/snapchat-safety-how-to-guide-for-parents
http://www.snapchat.com/l/en-gb/safety-
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/introducing-%E2%80%98snap-maps%E2%80%99-newlocation-sharing-feature-snapchat
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/introducing-%E2%80%98snap-maps%E2%80%99-newlocation-sharing-feature-snapchat


Crewkerne Relay for Life 

The Ashlands School community will be supporting Cancer Research UK by decorating lanterns to light up 

the Crewkerne Relay for Life night run.  Lanterns are now available from the school office for a £1 

donation.  Your child may choose to take their lantern home to decorate with you alternatively, Mrs 

Carter will run a craft club next Wednesday lunch time giving everyone an opportunity to support this 

community fundraiser. 

This event will take place at Wadham School on the 22nd through to the 23rd of July to celebrate more 

tomorrows.  To find out more call 0300 123 1026 or visit www.cruk.org/relay. 

In addition to the lanterns the school office also has wrist bands on sale for 50p.  Thank you for your 

anticipated support. 

 

Lanterns to be returned to the School office by the 14th July please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cruk.org/relay


Summer Reading Challenge 

Libraries across the UK are getting ready to introduce children to new worlds of facts and fiction through 
Animal Agents, the 2017 Summer Reading Challenge™, run by independent charity The Reading Agency.   

Across the school summer holidays, Animal Agents, illustrated by Tony Ross, will introduce young readers 
to a variety of clever creatures, specially trained to use their skills and natural instincts to unravel 
mysteries. Children are challenged to read six or more books of their choice – fact books, joke books, 
picture books, audio books - borrowed from their public library. There are collectable incentives and 
rewards, plus a certificate for every child who completes the Challenge. Children can sign up at their local 
library from the end of June onwards and all materials are absolutely free.  

The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary school children and is designed for all reading 
abilities. Schools work with local libraries and give out information to encourage children to take part, and 
most libraries run Summer Reading Challenge linked Early Years activity for pre-schoolers. 

Once again this year, children’s publishers are supporting the Summer Reading Challenge, and there are 
also large print Summer Reading Challenge materials available for visually impaired children, or visually 
impaired parents/carers, thanks to the support of the RNIB National Library Service.   

For more details see:  http://www.sla.org.uk/blg-animal-agents-the-2017-summer-reading-challenge-is-

on-its-way.php 

 

Something to do in the holidays….. 

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/summer-reading-challenge/
http://www.sla.org.uk/blg-animal-agents-the-2017-summer-reading-challenge-is-on-its-way.php
http://www.sla.org.uk/blg-animal-agents-the-2017-summer-reading-challenge-is-on-its-way.php


Important Dates  
 
 
 

Monday 10th – Friday 14th July 
Year 4 Forest School  

 

Monday 17th July 
Hazel Year 2 recorder recital for parents and friends 11.45am – 12.15pm 

Leavers BBQ  - 3.15pm 
 

Tuesday 18th July 
Singing performance for parents by Ash and Hazel Year 1 at 2.30pm 

 
Wednesday 19th July 

Brass performance for parents by Holly at 11.45am – 12.15pm 
Brass performance for parents by Beech 1.30pm – 2pm 

 
Friday 21st July 

Year 4 Leavers’ Assembly at Ashlands 9.15am 
Sponsored Fancy Dress Walk (more details to follow) 

 
Monday 24th July 
Last day of term 

 
Monday and Tuesday 4th and 5th September 

Inset Days 
 

Wednesday 6th September 
Return to School 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 


