
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our regular fortnightly newsletter.   

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our regular newsletter.  You may be aware that we held interviews for two teaching posts 

just before half term. I am pleased to inform you that we have appointed two new members of our 

teaching team who will be joining us in September. 

We appointed Mr Richard Coath who will be joining us in the role of Senior Teacher. Mr Coath will be 

part of our Senior Leadership team and also has an interest in Forest School. 

We also appointed Mrs Melanie Hooper who will be working with us for three days a week on a job-

share basis with Miss Ball’s class from September. Mrs Hooper is also a very experienced teacher and 

she has a particular interest in Geography. 

I know both teachers are looking forward to working at Ashlands and we are also looking forward to 

welcoming them into the ‘Ashlands family’. I am hoping to arrange some days when they can visit the 

school and meet their new classes during the Summer Term. 

Thank you to Mrs Gillian Piper,  Mrs Val Robertson and Mrs Stephanie Barrett who were part of our 

parent panel and to the School Council who asked questions as part of the student panel. I would also 

like to thank Ms Liz Clemow, one of our new Governors, who joined the interview panel . 

I will be writing to you later in the Summer Term with details of classes for September. 

With best wishes,   
 

Mrs Carol Wills  
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Child Safety Week – Road Safety at Ashlands 

 

 

 

With five days of Road Safety campaigning and speed awareness we hope that we have at least 

refreshed some of our daily commuters of the speed limit outside of our school and that our children 

are more aware of their own safety whilst walking to and from school.   It has been very encouraging to 

see most of our children wearing their High Viz jackets awarded by Avon and Somerset Police – I have 

requested additional jackets (including larger sizes) since demand outstripped the supply – I think we 

could have a fashion statement on our hands (though I’m not sure if some of our Year 4s would 

agree)!  I will let you know when these arrive so that you can either swap for a different size or collect 

one for pre-schoolers who walk with their siblings. 

Unable to schedule us in this week, our local PCSO Gareth Allington will now be visiting next week to 

deliver a road safety assembly to the whole school to add extra weight to safety awareness. 

Just a little reminder on the back of this … the staff car park and it’s entrance is strictly out of bounds for 

children (please do not allow your children to climb the wall or railings/gates).  If you have a car park 

permit please ensure that you hold your child’s hand whilst walking across the car park and out onto the 

pavement at all times and please be mindful of staff arriving/ leaving the car park.  

 

Mrs Carter. 
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Friends of Ashlands School 

As you all know our annual Summer Fair is coming shortly. Its our biggest fundraiser of the year and 

always a lot of fun! We are however short of a few volunteers. Anyone who is able to help set up, man a 

stall or clear up would be great. If you are available places get in touch with one of the friends or via the 

school office. 

To help advertise our fair we are running the poster competition again. The details for this are in your 

child’s book bag today. Any questions please ask a member of FOAS. 

We are having a second hand uniform stall at the fair so any donations of uniform in good condition 

would be appreciated. Just bring it into school. 

 

Dates to remember: 

19th June -  Non uniform for tombola donations 

26th June - Non uniform for Bric a Brac donations (including soft toys for the teddy tombola) 

3rd July - Non uniform for cakes and plants and Summer Fair at 6pm 

Thank you for your continued support 

FOAS 

Ash Class 

Ash class have had caterpillars in the class and they have watched them grow. Just like the Very hungry 
Caterpillar, they grew and grew into fat caterpillars then made a cocoon. The class waited with 
anticipation and they hatched during half term. On Monday we released the caterpillars down by the 
wildlife area; some flew straight off but some butterflies were a little more reluctant!  
 



Year 4 Forest School 

Another great week at Forest School.  All the year 4s enjoyed their day at Merriot mixing with children 

who will be in their classes at Maiden Beech.  There was lots of fun to be had from den making to 

roasting marshmallows on a fire.  

 Ben loved snail racing.  His snail was the smallest but still managed to race!   

Joseph, Rilee and Amber enjoyed hunting for frogs and holding them.  There were lots of team building 

games and they all learnt something new about the other children.  

Mrs Stubbins from Maiden Beech came to Forest School every afternoon and the chidlren are all more 

excited about going to Maiden Beech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holly Class 

Over the last week Holly class have been learning more about road safety specific focus on the roads 
around our school. We decided that to help us understand the importance of road safety it would be 
beneficial to see how it affects us here at Ashlands. We did this through our maths. We went out and 
counted the different vehicles that passed by the school in a 5 minute period. We collected the data 
using a tally chart. When we returned into the classroom we created a bar chart so that we could easily 
see how many of each type of vehicle or colour of car there was. The whole class found this really useful 
and from the high level of traffic we saw it made us think more about making sure we are safe coming in 
and leaving our school. 
 
Just before half term Holly class were visited by the Giant from Jack and the Beanstalk. We were told by 
him that we needed to learn the story of Jack and the Beanstalk to make sure he went away again. Holly 
class did this and can now recite the whole story in a very entertaining way. Good news Ashlands...the 
Giant has gone again!! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashlands First School is holding a Macmillan Dress Up and Dance event on Friday 19 June.  This year the 

theme is “legends”  which means you can dress up like your own personal heroes – from world leaders to super 

heroes, sports personalities to movie stars – anything goes so you can be as creative as you like! (or come as you 

are because it is also  Non-Uniform day for tombola! )  Mrs Cummins is organising this event with Mrs Martin-

Scott which will see the whole school trying out their funky moves before  Golden Time in the playground (or 

school hall if wet)!  This is a fab fundraising opportunity for a superb cause.  Let’s have a blast!! 
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Important Dates 
 
 

Friday 12th June 
Beech Class Assembly – 2.30pm 

 
Friday 26th June 

Sports Day  at Wadham School – 9.30am 
 

Friday 19th June 
Non-Uniform – Tombola items please for Summer Fair 

Dress up and Dance 
Holly Class Assembly – 2.30pm 

 
Friday 26th June 

Non-Uniform – Bric-a-brac items please for Summer Fair 
 

Tuesday 30th June 
Year 4 Transition Day at Maiden Beech 

 
Wednesday 1st July 

Year 4 Transition Day at Maiden Beech 
 

Friday 3rd July 
Non-Uniform – Plants and Cakes please for Summer Fair 

Summer Fair 6pm 
 

Wednesday 8th July 
School Trip – Longleat – more details to follow 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Important Dates - continued 
 
 

Thursday 9th July 
Crewkerne and Misterton First Schools Leavers Service at St. 

Bartholomews Church - 11am 
 
 

Friday 10th July 
Hazel Class Assembly – 2.30pm 

 
 

Tuesday 14th July 
Year 4 Trip to Brownsea Island 

 
 

Thursday 16th July 
Leavers BBQ  3.30 – 5pm 

 
Monday 20th July 

Yr 4 Leavers assembly 9.15am 
 

Last day of term 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


