
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our regular fortnightly newsletter.   

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year.  It has been lovely to see all our children settle 

so quickly into the term. We have a new Senior Leadership team in place across our two schools. Miss 

Niki Ball will be based at Ashlands on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, and I will be at Ashlands on 

Mondays and Wednesdays and part of Fridays. We also welcome Mr Richard Coath who joins us in the 

role of Senior Teacher and will also be part of the Senior Leadership Team. Mrs Melanie Hooper, an 

experienced Key Stage Two teacher also joined our school this term and will job-share with Miss Ball. 

Mrs Hooper will be working on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday each week. As always Mrs Tracey 

Lawrence, our school secretary, will be happy to arrange for me to contact you if you want to speak to 

me and it’s a day that I am not based at Ashlands. 
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Congratulations to Miss Lucy Down who got married during the Summer Holidays and is now Mrs Lucy 

Godson. We wish her and her husband every future happiness. 

Congratulations also to Mrs Charmaine Craig, our FOAS Chair and her husband Ruairidh, on the birth of 

their lovely son Owen during the school holidays. 

You may have noticed that we have made some changes to our front garden and installed a bench to 

make a seating area. This bench will be dedicated to the memory of Mrs Mary Read, our school 

caretaker who sadly passed away in the Summer Term. We do hope you enjoy using it at the start or the 

end of the school day. 

A list of initial dates for this term is at the back of this newsletter. 

I look forward to working with you all this year to ensure that our children get the best possible 

opportunities to enjoy their learning and continue to make great progress. 

 Best wishes 

Mrs Carol Wills,  

Headteacher 

Welcome to Ashlands! 
 

A very warm welcome to the parents and families of our new children.  As you can see from the 

photograph those who have begun their school life this week are settling in well and having a great 

time. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 
 
We are taking part in the world’s biggest coffee morning on Friday 

25th September at 9am.  Please come and have a cup of tea or coffee 

and a cake to support Macmillan.  We would also welcome donations 

of cakes or muffins on the day. 

 
 
 

Friends of Ashlands 

The Friends of Ashlands hope everyone had a good summer and would like to welcome all our new 

parents. We will be holding our first meeting shortly (date to be confirmed) prior to our AGM in 

October. 

For those who don’t know about FOAS we are a team of parents and teachers who organise various 

events and activities to raise funds for the school for things such as coach travel costs and equipment. 

New ideas are always welcome! 

If you would like more information on what we do please come and see one of us, we are hoping that 

you will join our dedicated team.  

Chairperson - Charmaine Craig (Holly & Beech) 

Vice Chair - Bozena Zbijowski (Ash & Beech) 

Treasurer - Elisabeth Clemow ( Holly) 

Secretary - Sue Young ( Beech) 

Hayley Gould (Beech) 

Rebecca Padfield (Holly & Beech) 

Amy Conroy (Hazel) 

Victoria Carpenter (Hazel) 

 

Please look out for a letter about our 100 Club which should be in your book bags today.   

 
 

Tempest Photos 

We have a Tempest photographer coming into school on Monday 14th 

September for school photos.  If you wish your child to have their photo 

taken with younger siblings the photographer will be in school from 

8.30am.  If your child has siblings in school they will be taken together 

automatically.  Please make sure your child has their school jumper with 

them on Monday so they look their best for their photos. 

 



Data Collection Sheets 
 

Data collection sheets will be coming home in the next few days.  Please check your mobile number.  We 

are aware that mobile numbers can change.  Please can you ensure that you keep us up to date with 

your current number so that we can contact you in an emergency.   

 

Please could you sign and return the data collection sheets even if there are no changes to be made. 

 

HOLIDAYS 

 

As you are well aware as a group of Schools, we presently do not authorise any 

requests for holidays. The government and local authorities are now expecting 

schools to be even tougher on parents who choose to remove their child from 

school during term time with the introduction of penalty fines and warning 

penalty notices. As a group of schools we have agreed that our children deserve 

the best opportunity to access as many school days as possible and to ensure this 

we have agreed the following: 

From September 2014:  

 Schools will support the Local Authority who will issue families with a penalty fine of £60 per 
pupil, per parent where any child is absent from school for 10 consecutive unauthorised sessions 
(5 days). This means that in the future, families can expect a fine of £60 per pupil, per parent for 
taking a holiday of a week or more. Children who are absent from school with illness for a week 
or more will not be fined but will be expected to produce evidence of illness (e.g. doctor’s notes). 
 

 Children who have 10 or more unauthorised absences in any 12 week period may receive a 
warning penalty notice. Children who receive a notice will be expected to attend school for a 
given number of weeks without any further absences - otherwise a penalty fine will be incurred. 
Where a penalty warning notice is issued any illness absences must be accompanied by evidence 
of illness (e.g. doctor’s notes). 
 

 There may be exceptional circumstances where leave is granted and these can be put in writing 
to your child’s school. Where a family’s children attend more than one school then these 
circumstances will be discussed with the other school. Additional evidence may be asked for. 
 
 

If there are any issues raised or queries which need to be discussed then please do not hesitate to 

contact Mrs Wills to talk through any concerns. 

ATTENDANCE 

If your child is unwell or unable to come to school for any reason please ring the school office on 01460 

73206 before 9.30am stating the reason that they will be absent. 

 



ONCE A WEEK – TAKE A PEEK! 

 

The number of children infested with head lice is increasing all across the country. Control of head lice 

depends on prompt diagnosis and effective treatment.  Your help in inspecting your child at least weekly 

throughout the school year for the presence of head lice would be greatly appreciated. 

Tips for parents in reducing the spread of head lice: 

As infestations are particularly common in primary schools, it is best to 

choose a treatment that can be used over time. There is no single solution to 

eradication, only persistence. 

 regularly check your children's hair 

 teach older children to check their own hair 

 tie back and braid long hair 

 keep a fine tooth head lice comb in the bathroom and encourage all  family members to use it when 

they wash their hair. 

Treatment: 

 There are some effective products available from the chemists but daily combing of white hair 

conditioner using a fine tooth comb or bug buster comb (also available from the chemist) is very 

effective in getting rid of head lice and eggs (nits) 

 

 

PARKING 

The car park at the front of the school is strictly for school staff and any parents who 

have a blue disabled badge. There is safe off-road parking for parents and carers at 

the rear of the school behind Ashlands Children’s Centre.  

 

If you or your child has specific health reasons and you are not able to use the rear car 

park and ramp please apply (and re-apply if you already have a pass) by letter to the 

school for a car park pass. As I am sure you are aware this is a small car park and we 

have quite a large staff so I would request that you please support us by using the rear car park even when 

collecting from after school clubs.  Thank you 

 

 

 

Pushchairs 
If you have younger children that you bring into school in pushchairs at the start of the day please could 

you leave these pushchairs in the school reception area rather than take them into the classroom. Some 

classrooms are becoming ‘gridlocked’ at the start of the day and if the fire bell sounded it could present 

a hazard as we helped the children to leave the building safely. 



 
 

 

 
Triple P Parenting Group 

 
This ‘Positive Parenting Programme’ is one of the only evidence-based parenting 

programmes available, with over 25 years of proven clinical research to back it up. 

 
Autumn Term 2015 

This course is free and will be run over 6 weeks on the following 

dates: 

 

Dates: Wednesday 14th& 21st October 

 11th, 18th & 25th November & 2nd December 

 

Time: 9.30a.m. – 12.noon  

 

Venue: Ilminster Medical Centre, Canal Way 

 
We don’t tell you how to parent! We can give you simple practical strategies for you to 

use to suit your own needs 
 

.For more information on this course and to book your place, 

please contact Parent & Family Support Advisers,  

 

Lesley Cable  07825 054 695 

  or Jane Czerniak  07818 580 632 

 

 

 
 
 



 

Important Dates 
 

Monday 14th September 
Tempest Photos 8.30am 

 
Friday 25th September 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 9-10am 

 
Monday 5th October 

Parents Evening 3.30-5.00pm 
 

Wednesday 7th October 
Parents Evening 4.00-6.00pm 

 
 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
Half Term 

 
Monday 2nd November 

Inset Day 
 
 

Wednesday 4th November 
Open Morning 

 
Friday 20th November  

Beech Class Assembly – 2.30pm 
 
 
 



 
 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

  

Ashlands C of E First School 
North Street, Crewkerne, Somerset, 

TA18 7AL 
(01460)  73437 

Office@ashlands.somerset.sch.uk 
www.ashlandsfirstschool.co.uk 

Headteacher – Mrs C Wills 

Important Dates Cont. 
 
 

Friday 27th November 
Holly Class Assembly – 2.30pm 

 
Wednesday 2nd December 

Ash Class Nativity 
 

Friday 4th December 
Hazel Class Assembly – 2.30pm 

 
Thursday 10th December 
School Christmas Dinner 

 
Thursday 17th December 

Panto (More details to follow) 
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