
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 21st December 
Panto (more details to follow) 

 
Friday 22nd December—Friday 5th January  

Christmas Holiday 
 

Monday 8th January  
Back to School 

 
Monday 5th February 

Parents Evening 3.30pm—6.30pm 
 

Wednesday 7th February 
Parents Evening 3.30pm—6.30pm 

 
Friday 9th February  

Inset Day 
 

Monday 12th— Friday 16th February 
Half Term 

Miss Ball’s Proud Wall 

Look out for Charlie, Elsie, Cloda, Ben, Corey and Sophie’s achievements 
on the Proud Wall display.  It’s great to celebrate achievements both in 
and out of school.  

Attendance  

Our school policy states that all pupils should 
achieve at least 95% attendance with the ultimate 
aim of 100%.   

We are very pleased to let you know that our 
whole school attendance to date stands at 96.9%.  
Please remember that your child’s attendance is 
monitored weekly and, if their attendance drops 
below 90% we will contact you to see how we can 
support you with this.   

If your child is feeling a bit unwell or under the 
weather with winter coughs and colds you can still 
bring them to school. The teacher’s will look after 
them and we will always give you a call if they are 
struggling and need to go home.  

On new advice from the Education Welfare 
Officer any holidays booked from now on may 
incur an Penalty Notice of £30 per child, per par-
ent. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in this area.  

Dear parents and friends,  

 Merry Christmas!  With the important day only 5 sleeps away the children are well 
and truly ready for their Christmas break.  The past month has been filled with 
many events, sporting activities and fundraisers, sometimes I am amazed at how we 
fit the learning in!   

 I have thoroughly enjoyed our EYFS and Whole School nativity performances.  
Countdown to Christmas and Straw and Order were both joyous and magical.  At all 
performances I was incredibly proud of all our children. The singing at both  
nativities was absolutely beautiful and I was amazed by the confidence of some of 
our solo, small group singers and narrators.  Both performances were a great  
reminder of the importance of the Christmas message.  The staff deserve a huge 
well done for all their efforts!  Mr Pearse deserves a special mention for his  
acapulco moment in the first ash class performance when we had a technical hitch.   
 There have been so many events and sporting fixtures across this term.  Thank 
you to all the staff and wonderful parent volunteers who made these fixtures 
such a success.  Please watch out for more coming up in the Spring term. 

As a school community, St Bartholomew’s Church School have been through a sad 
and challenging time.  Gemma Coward has led them through this and I am really 
pleased to share that she has now been appointed as the substantive Head teacher.   
We have worked closely with Mrs Coward in her role as Deputy and English Lead 
through the CISP and I know she is looking forward to continuing our joint school 
developments in her role as Head teacher.   
I would like to thank our dedicated PTSA who put on a wonderful Christmas Disco 
for us all to enjoy.  Such a lot of time and planning has gone into the preparation for 
our extra Christmas festivities. We really do appreciate all the time and effort that 
our wonderful team put in.  This impacts on all our children both socially and  
emotionally when they have the opportunity to attend their great events but also 
on a practical level where the PTSA team help the school to fund purchases and 
subsidise events.  Thank you!  
This is our last week with the lovely Miss William’s.  Once again, we wish her well as 
she starts her new school after Christmas.  Mrs Collins has worked with Miss  
William’s over the past three weeks and is looking forward to a fun filled Spring 
term with Hazel class.  
And finally, a simple message; On behalf of all the staff, I wish you all a fantastic 
Christmas brimming with health and good cheer and look forward to welcoming 
you back in 2018 for a super new year!  
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Year 4 Ukulele Concert 

A spectacular football match took place at the 1610 Sports Hall in 
Crewkerne on Tuesday. Ashlands took a team of 9 year 2's and 3's, all of whom 
were full of excitement and energy. The match was to be played as four 12 
minute quarters.  

The first quarter started with Hinton applying lots of pressure on the Ashlands’ 
goal with a very determined attack.  However spirited defending from Poppy 
Conroy, Henry Merrit and Stanley Glover prevented any goals from going in. 
Ashlands then rallied and launched their own attack, which saw Kamil Jaskulski 
poke home a terrific opening goal, which was awarded after a debate whether 
he was in the penalty area or not. Ashlands 1 - 0 Hinton. The game then flipped 
back in Hinton's favour with some very persistent attack which led to 
a spectacular goal. Ashlands 1 - 1 Hinton. This ended the first quarter and both 
teams got a much needed rest.  
 
The second quarter started with some great  attack from Ashlands with testing 
shots flying in from Patryk Gawrys, Kamil Jaskulski and Poppy Conroy, the latter 
of which managed to drill a low shot into the bottom right corner.  
Ashlands 2 - 1 Hinton. The second quarter continued with both sides defending 
desperately and putting in some crunching tackles causing a lot of wincing 
from all the on looking parents. 
 
The third quarter started well for Ashlands when Patryk Gawrys slotted home a 
well earned goal after all his persistent efforts. Ashlands 3 - 1 Hinton. This third 
goal seemed to spur on the Ashlands’ players and supporters however, they 
were caught off guard with a brilliant counter attack by Hinton who clawed 
back another goal. Ashlands 3 - 2 Hinton.   
 
The fourth and final quarter kept with the theme of excitement and passion 
that both teams had displayed all match, no one looked like tiring or taking a 
backwards step. A great attack by Storm Ruiters, Zac Dabinett and Bailey Jewell 
looked like stretching Ashlands’ lead if it wasn't for some desperate  
goalkeeping. Hinton seemed like they were about to equalise until Patryk 
Gawrys jumped on a loose ball and fired home his second and Ashlands’ fourth 
goal. Ashlands 4 - 2 Hinton. All Ashlands’ players and supporters were getting 
very excited thinking a big victory was about to happen. This excitement was 
turned into nerves by a Hinton penalty, which despite the best efforts of Toya  
Parker, who bravely stepped into goal, bulged the back of the net.  
Ashlands 4 - 3 Hinton. The last moments of the match were closely fought by 
both teams, with Hinton pushing for that crucial equaliser and Ashlands  
desperately trying to cling onto a slender one goal lead. Full Time  
Ashlands 4 - 3 Hinton.  Boom! 
 

We would like to thank all the friends and family who came to support the 
children. Also we would like to make a special mention for the Hinton parents 
who refereed the match. Well done to all the players; Poppy Conroy, Patryk 
Gawrys, Toya Parker, Henry Merrit, Zac Dabinett, Bailey Jewell, Stanley Glover, 
Storm Ruiters and Kamil Jaskulski, we are very proud of all of you. 

 Mr Hopkinson 

On Tuesday 28th November Holly and Beech Class 
were visited by Silja Swaby from Devon and Somerset 
Fire and Rescue Service. She lead an hour session 
with Holly Class followed by an hour with Beech Class. 
The children were very attentive and enjoyed learning 
about what the fire service do and ways in which they 
can stay safe in their homes. They learnt what a fire 
alarm is and what they should do to make sure theirs 
work effectively. They also learnt about what to do if 
they see matches or lighters lying around and the 
importance of them not touching those objects. They 
then learnt about what to do if our clothes catch fire 
and Holly Class were brilliant at shouting STOP, DROP 
and ROLL! We also had a reminder about which  
number to call if there is an emergency and what will  
happen when they ring. All the children learnt lots 
and enjoyed their sessions. Thank you to Silja Swaby 
for being so fun and exciting. 

 Mrs Gosden 

Fire Safety Talk 

On Wednesday 22nd November a battle of leaves 
broke out in the playground! The leaves were such 
beautiful colours and the wind had picked up which 
meant the conditions were perfect for a whole school 
leaf battle!! The children had great fun throwing 
leaves at the teachers and the teachers enjoyed 
throwing the leaves in the sky so that the wind made 
them fall on their heads! Here's a video of the fun we 
had:  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
'I got leaves all down my shirt!' Bailey 
‘It was brilliant!' James 
'I liked throwing leaves at Mrs Gosden!' Alfie 
'We loved it!' Bryonee 
'The leaves looked like a tornado' Caelan 
'It was awesome' Lily 
'I had a leaf shower!' Elsie 
 

 

Mrs Gosden 

leaves 

After learning Ukulele in their weekly lessons the children performed 

brilliantly in their music concert. A super achievement for a terms 

hard work and effort. 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you know, we collected food donations for the 
Lord's Larder at Harvest time.  

This week, a representative from the Lord's Larder 
came to school and collected all of our donations. 
They shared with us how our donations will help 
to feed people in need over  Christmas time. It 
was great that we could show our support and 
know that these donations will benefit local  
people over the upcoming festive period.  
 
Thank you again for all of your kind donations! 

 

On Monday 11th December 
Mrs Gosden, Mrs Millett,  
Daisy , Alfie , James and Katie 
went down to St.  
Bartholomew’s Church to  
decorate the school tree to be 
part of the Christmas tree 
competition they run each 
year. This year the theme was 
Winter Wonderland and the 
tree was beautifully adorned 
with snowflakes, winter 
scenes and reindeer made by 
the children. Please do pop 
down to the church to see the 
tree in person and place your 
vote. We would really  
appreciate all the support we 
can get as the tree looks fabulous!  

 

 Lords Larder 

Christmas Dinner 

Everyone had a lovely Christmas Dinner on 

Wednesday 13th December.  Thank you to the 

Ashlands PTSA for donating the Christmas crackers 

and subsidising the KS2 Christmas meals. 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 

Jemima Layzell Charity 

On Tuesday 21st November we were 
visited by Sophy Layzell who came in to 
talk about her charity the Jemima Layzell 
Trust. The school council had a meeting 
previously to decide which charity we 
would support this year and they voted 
to fundraise on behalf of the Jemima 
Layzell Trust. Sophy came in to talk to us 
about what the Trust does and about her inspirational daughter  
Jemima. She met with the School Council and then they took part in a 
whole school assembly so that we could all understand more about 
the wonderful charity. We learnt all about the three main aims of the 
Trust; to help children with brain injury, to reduce risk of brain injury 
in children and to raise the profile of organ donation. The children 
were excited to hear about Jemima’s life and her interest in writing. 
We have already started thinking about lots of different fundraisers 
we can take part in and we are very excited to take part in the 
#wearaflower campaign in the Summer term. Please do head over to 
their website and see what they are all about. If you have any  
questions or any suggestions for fundraisers please let us know. We 
cannot wait to raise as much money as we can for such a positive, 
inspirational local charity. www.jemimalayzell.com 

 

 

http://www.jemimalayzell.com


    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to Miss 
Winter, Mrs MacCready 
and the staff at Maiden 
Beech for organising the 
cross-country event. 
What a fantastic turn out 
of Year 3 and 4’s children 
we had.  I was incredibly 
proud of everyone who ran!  Poppy and Lucas  
completed the course in  
record time with Poppy finishing first and Lucas 
finishing second. Well done to all.  

On Friday 24th November, a group of Beech Class children worked 
with some Year 8 children from Maiden Beech with their teacher 
Hayley Francis. They came down to meet our new Play Leaders and 
teach them some simple games that the Play Leaders can set up and 
lead at lunch and play times with the rest of the school. It was great 
to see so many enthusiastic Year 4 children wanting to get involved 
in leading games for the other children in our school and encourage 
them to be as active as possible.  

They learnt some games, discussed equipment they would need and 
setting up the games. The Play Leaders will now be a part of a  
weekly timetable where they will take responsibility for leading and 
making up games for other children across the school. Let's get 
more active and have some fun! 

 

 Cross Country  

Ash Class 

Other helpful contacts  

Childrens Social Care: 0300 123 2224 

Local Authority Designated Officer : Anthony Goble (number as 
above)  

Childline 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0808 800 5000 

Play Leaders 

Choir 

On Thursday 7th of December Ashlands school choir performed  

alongside the choir from St. Bartholomew’s First School. It was the 

first time the two school choirs had combined and judging by the  

positive feedback it certainly won't be the last time. All the children 

sang beautifully and were a huge 

credit to the school and their par-

ents. We sang a mixture of songs 

and really enjoyed learning them 

over our lunchtime  

sessions. A huge thank you must go 

to all you fabulous parents for  

bringing them to the performance 

and supporting them throughout. We really do appreciate your help. 

Looking forward to the next time we perform.  

The Candy Cane Walk 
That naughty elf took our candy 
canes and hid them in the woods. 
Not to worry, we had great fun 
finding them and looking at the 
different cloud forms in the sky. 
 
Nativity 
It was a great show and all the children really  
enjoyed it. A big thank you to Mrs Chick,  
Mrs Barratt and Mrs Pearse for their help. The best 
part of the show was the bonding  
happening between children's friendships, develop-
ment in confidence and bringing the Christmas  
story come to life. 
 
 
 
 
 
Next term  
We will be looking at bags, bags for a purpose. We 
will look at different types of bags.  For example; 
medical bags, make-up bags, gym bags, builders’ 
bags and famous bags like Mary Poppins. I hope it 
will inspire some very interesting discussion, maths 
and writing. 

Parent Share 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents and 
extended family members into school in the Spring 
Term to share work and participate in activities with 
the children.  Please look out for the information letter 
next term.   

After School Clubs 

The letter went out for our After School Activity Clubs 
this week.  If you haven’t managed to return it yet – 
don’t worry – let Mrs Lawrence have it on the first day 
back.  



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who have 

read 20 times at home: 
Congratulations to the following children who have achieved 

their next Rainbow Olympics Certificate: 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow Olympics Certificates 20 Reads 

Hazel Class 

Tyler Senior 

Alice Trebble 

Ethan Hockey 

Chloe Woodbury 

Liv Tasnier 

Raffy Pilton 

Alfred Hill 

 

Holly Class 

Alfie Senior 

James Peters 

Toya Parker 

Storm Ruiters 

Patryk Gawrys 

Monkey Puzzle  

Imogen Cremen  

 

Poppy Conroy 

Beech Class 

Ana Sousa 

Archie Cummins 

Oliver Smith 

Sammy Richards 

Olivia Padfield 

Alfie Boyd 

Jayden Bryant 

Nicholas Briggs 

Congratulations to the following children who have read 

50 times at home: 

50 Reads 

Hazel Class 

Taylor Wills 

Chloe Woodbury x3 

Ted Staples x3 

George Broom 

Albert Altzschner x2 

Harley Terry x3 

Jack Charles 

Rishi Gayen x2 

Frida Quince x2 

Finley Legg 

Jack Tilley x2 

Alice Trebble 

Bradley Loren x2 

Liv Tasnier 

Amelia Davies x2 

 

Beech Class   

Poppy Hawker x4 

Mollie Barratt x2 

Adam Cummings x2 

Joe Hughes 

Michael Pearce 

Nancy Glover 

Jack Loren 

Ruby Mitchellx2 

Savannah Obern 

Corey Foot x2 

Joe Hughes x2 

Gracie Lane 

Adam Cummings 

Mollie Barratt 

Wilbur Kirton x2 

Nicholas Briggs  

Chloe Richards 

Noah Barratt 

Alfie Boyd 

Olivia  Padfield 

James Chatterton 

 

 

Holly Class 

Lily Obern 

Bromley Mapp x2 

Caelan Leman 

Keira  Bentham 

Milo McGhee x2 

 

Bryonee Carling 

Keira Bentham x2 

Elsie Swatridge x4 

Storm Ruiters 

Sophie Barrett 

 

Dillon Coombs 

Maisie Lane 

Daisy Wells x2 

Blossom Fisher 

 

Monkey Puzzle Class 

Imogen Cremen 

Sayer Pilton 

Oliver Dobrzynski 

Amie Parsons 

Billy Kading 

Bethany Bromfield 

Emily Hutchings x3 

Imogen Clarke 

Lucus Dawe 

Ben Sloper 

Poppy Conroy 

Eleanor Haldane 

Oliver Taylor 

Amie Parsons 

Tyler Whitmarsh 

Ash Class 

Julian Pool x2 

Freddy Noel-Smith x3 

Lexie Whitmarsh 

Jake Barrett x2 

Ben Clarke x2 

Imogen Buzza 

Lila Gorrian 

Carmen Terry 

Queenie Quince x2 

Sam Swatridge 

Chloe Cremen x2 

Harley Terry 

Mary Chatterton 

Sophia Dawe 

Ayse-Naz Ozsevgec 

Bertie Haldane x2 

Fred  Cox 

Joe Kading x2 

Thomas King x2 

Ash Class  

Sam Swatridge 

Fred Cox 

Jake Barrett 

Imogen Buzza 

Beau Chant 

Evelyn Patten 

Tom King 

Ben Clarke 

Congratulations to the following children who have 

achieved their Pen Licence recently: 

Jack Loren 

James Chatterton 

Pen Licences 

Ash Class 

Sophia Dawes 

Charlie Popham 

Carmen Terry 

Bertie Haldane 

Mary Chatterton 

Hazel Class 

Harley Terry  

Emilio Tribot 

Taylor Wills 

Alfred Hill 

Albert Altzschner 

Ted Staples 

Jack Tilley 

Holly Class  

Leanne Watson 

Daisy Wells 

Lily Obern 

Patryk Gawrys 

Blossom Fisher 

Monkey Puzzle 

Poppy Conroy 

Sophie Synakova 

Dolson Curtis 

Ben Sloper 

Billy Kading 

Beech Class 

Gracie Lane 

Corey Foot 

Ruby Mitchell 

Sophie Watson 

Nancy Glover 

Adam Cummings 


