
Ashlands and Misterton Federation 

SEND Information Report 

Type of school  Church of England  First School (4-9yrs) 

 
 

Our school is supported by the Local Authority to ensure all pupils, regardless of their specific needs, make the best possible progress in 

school. All schools are supported to be as inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with a Special Educational Need/s being met in a 

mainstream setting wherever possible, where families want this to happen.   Our staff are committed to identifying and providing for all 

needs of all children in a wholly inclusive environment.  Inclusion is regarded as crucial to the provision. 

 

What types of SEND do we 

provide for?  

The SEND Code of Practice is the guidance which schools must follow. It states that there are four main areas of 

special need. These are:  

 cognition and learning  

 emotional and social development and mental health and wellbeing 

 communication and interaction  

 Sensory and/or physical needs 

Who are the best people to 

talk to in the school about my 

child’s difficulties with 

learning/Special Educational 

Needs?  

The SENDCO’s :  

Misterton First School : Mrs Kay Dawson 

Ashlands First school : Miss Nicola Ball 

 

She is responsible for: 

 Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs (SEND) and developing the schools 

SEND policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in 

school.  

 Together with the class teacher she will ensure that you are: 

 Involved in supporting your child’s learning 



 Kept informed about the support your child is getting 

 Involved in reviewing how they are doing 

 Part of a cycle of planning  

 Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s learning such 

as Integrated Therapy Services, Educational Psychologist, learning Support Advisory Teacher. 

 Updating the schools SEND register and making sure that there are records of your child’s progress and 

needs.  

 Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school so they can help your child 

achieve the best possible progress in school.  

Class teachers are responsible for: 

 The achievement and attainment of all children in their class. They will ensure their teaching is of high 

quality and differentiated according to need. (Wave 1 teaching) 

 Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional support your 

child may need.  This could include targeted work, additional support/small group work (Wave2).  These 

children would be identified at termly pupil progress meetings with the head teacher and SENDCO 

present.  

 Using and setting individual targets when planning lessons 

 Ensuring that all staff working with your child in school are supported to deliver the planned 

work/programme for your child, so they can achieve the best possible progress. This may involve the use of 

additional adults, outside specialist help and specifically planned work and resources.  

 Ensuring that all the school’s policies including SEND are followed in their classroom; for all the pupils they 

teach.  
 

Executive Head teacher: Miss Nicola Ball is responsible for: 
 The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the support for children with SEND.  

 She will give responsibility to the SENDCO and class teachers but is still responsible for ensuring that 

your child’s needs are met.  

 She will make sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school relating to 

SEND.  

 

SENDD Governor: Miss E Clemow is responsible for:  

 Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has SEND. 



 Monitoring the SEND provision alongside the SENDCo 

 Developing and reviewing policies and other SEND documents with the SENDCo 
 
   

How does the school identify 

pupils with SEND?  

 When children have been identified as being on the SEND register before they start here, we work with 

the people who already know them and use the information already available to identify how we can support 

their SEND in our school setting.  

 

 At our schools, SEND is identified when a pupil fails to make progress as a result of high quality teaching 

and shows signs of difficulty in some of the following areas: 

 Acquiring literacy and numeracy 

 Presenting persistent behaviour that causes concern 

 Emotional and social difficulties 

 Has Sensory or physical problems 

 Has communication or interaction difficulties 

 

 Class teachers with the SENDCo analyse information in the following ways to identify whether a child’s 

needs indicates that he or she has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than would be expected for 

their age: 

 

 Information from parent or carers 

 Teacher assessments 

 Observations 

 Prior attainment and progress 

 National test data 

 Formative and informal assessments such as reading and spelling ages 

 SENDCo led specialist standardised assessments  

 

Teacher concerns:  

 Teachers are responsible for the assessing and monitoring the progress of all children in their class.  

 The class teacher is responsible for initiating some additional Wave 2 work. This may be in a small group or 

on a one to one basis and will be focussed on a particular aspect of learning.  The SENDCo may be involved 



in discussions and advice during pupil progress meetings.  

 If a child continues to not make the expected progress the class teacher may then request that the 

SENDCo becomes involved.  

 The SENDCo may then invite the parents/carers to a meeting and or carry out observations and 

assessments to inform a decision as to whether the child needs to be part of the plan – do – review SEND 

cycle.  

 The SENDCo can also refer children to outside agencies in order to understand a child’s needs more 

clearly.  

 

Parental/Carer concerns: 

 Any parental concerns you may have should be raised with the class teacher who will then, if necessary 

discuss these further with the SENDCo for advice.  

 The SENDCo may then invite parents/carers to a meeting and/or carry out observations and assessments 

to inform a decision as to whether the child needs to be part of the plan – do – review SEND cycle. 

 The SENDCo can also refer children to outside agencies in order to understand a child’s needs more 

clearly. 
 

What is our approach to 

teaching pupils with SENDD?  

OR  

What are the different types 

of support available for 

children with SENDD in this 

school?  

All children are entitled to receive excellent targeted classroom teaching known as Quality First Teaching 

(Wave 1) 

 

What would this mean for your child:  

 Ensuring that the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class 

 Ensuring that all teaching is based on what your child already knows, can do and understand 

 Putting in place different ways of teaching so that your child is fully involved in learning in the class. This 

may involve using more practical or visual learning approaches 

 Putting in place specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCo or outside agencies to support 

your child’s learning   

 

Some children may need specific group work with in a smaller group of children. (Wave 2) This group may 

be run in the classroom or by a teaching assistant who has had training to run these groups.  

 

What would this mean for your child:  

 The class teacher would have carefully assessed your child’s progress and identified gaps in their 

understanding/learning which needs some extra support to help them make the best possible progress. 



 The class teacher is responsible for the planning and review of the sessions and will liaise with the 

teaching assistant about planning, delivery and outcomes for the group.  

 Information will be shared with you and the SENDCo and recorded on provision maps and individual learning 

plans.    

 

Specialist groups or individual sessions. (Wave 3) This means they have been identified by the class teacher 

and SENDCo as needing extra specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. They may 

include; 

 Educational psychologist 

 Specialist Advisory Teachers 

 Speech and Language therapy (SALT) 

 

What would this mean for your child: 

 Your child will have been identified by the class teacher and SENDCo as needing more specialist input in 

addition to the quality first classroom teaching and intervention groups. 

 You will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways forward. 

This meeting will be part of a termly plan-do-review SEND cycle. 

 You will be asked to give your permission for the school to discuss your child at a Multi-professional 

Consultation meeting. This is a way of the school accessing advice from external agencies.  

 You may be asked to give your permission for your child to be referred to a specialist profession e.g. 

Speech and Language Therapist, Educational Psychologist or Specialist Advisory Teacher.  

 The specialist professional may work with your child, carry out assessments or observe them in the school 

setting in order to understand their needs and make recommendations.  

 

These may include: 
 Making changes to how your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or changing some 

aspects of the teaching to support them better 

 Support to set focussed targets  

 A specialised group or individual plan of work 

 

The school may suggest that your child needs some agreed individual support in school. We will tell you how the 

support will be used and what strategies will be put in place.  

 

Specified Individual Support. This is usually provided via a Statement of Special Educational Needs or from 



September 2014 an Education Health and Care plan (EHC Plan). This means your child would have been 

identified by the class teacher and SENDCO as needing a particularly high level of individual teaching which 

cannot be provided from the budget available to the school. Your child will also need specialist 

support/advice from outside agencies.   

 

What would this mean for your child: 

 The school or parents can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of your 

child’s needs. This is a legal process and you can find out more detail about this from the Somerset Council 

website.  

 After the request has been sent to the Local Authority, including information from you, they will decide 

whether they think your child’s needs as described in the paperwork provided, seem complex enough to 

need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will you and all the professionals involved with your 

child to write a report outlining your child’s needs.  If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask 

the school to continue with the SEND support.  

 After the reports have all been sent in the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs are severe and 

complex and that they need more support in school to make good progress. If this is the case they will 

write a Statement of Special Educational Needs or an Educational Health and Care plan. If this is not the 

case, they will ask the school to continue with the SENDD support. They may also set up a meeting in 

school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible.  

 The Statement or Educational Health and Care Plan will outline the individual/small group support your 

child will receive and how the support should be used and what strategies must be put in place to support 

your child.  It will include long and short term outcomes for your child.  

 An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, teach individual 

programmes or teach small groups including your child.   

 

What is our approach to 

teaching pupils with SEND?  

 

 If a child is deemed to require special educational provision above and beyond Quality First Teaching Wave 

1 and 2, they will be placed on the school’s SEND register 

 For a child on the SEND register, the class teacher, parent carers, SENDCo and outside specialist 

agencies (if required) work collaboratively with the child to develop an SEND Support Plan.  This is in 

addition to the Provision Map which will already have been in place.  The SEND Support Plan will include: 

 The child’s strengths and difficulties 

 Targets including what the child needs to learn and achieve to make progress and what they 

need to do to ensure they achieve it 

 Who will help them achieve it and how this will happen 



 Information on the SEND Support Plan, guidance offered by the SENDCo and suggested resources and 

strategies will aid class teachers in successfully adapting the curriculum and learning environment to suit 

individual needs of Children on the SEND register 

How are teachers in school 

supported to work with children 

with a SEND and what training 

do they have?  

 The SENDCO’S role is to support teachers in planning for children with SEND.  She will offer class 

teachers advice and guidance on resources and strategies and their implementation. 

 The Executive head teacher has a training plan for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of 

children. A training log is kept and training opportunities arranged according to the needs of our pupils and 

the SEND Improvement Plan.  Training can be delivered in-house, school to school, using Local Authority 

Learning Support Trainers or secured from Local Authority Learning Support Services, Educational 

Psychology Service or local and national charities. 

 Teaching assistants specialise in certain areas which they disseminate to other teaching staff. 

 Individual teachers and teaching assistants attend training courses run by outside agencies and the 

Crewkerne and Ilminister Schools. Partnership (CISP) which are relevant to the needs of specific children 

in their class or across the school.  

 We have a number of highly trained staff who between them have training in the following areas:  

 Individualised Literacy Intervention 

 Individualised Numeracy Intervention - Numicon 

 Learn to Move, Move to Learn 

 Identifying and Meeting the needs of children with Dyslexia 

 Speech and Language therapy 

 ELSA 

 Medical Needs 

 The SENDCO is currently undertaking the National Qualification of SENDCO Award.  

How will we adapt the curriculum 

and learning environment to meet 

the needs of pupils with Special 

Educational Needs?  

 All teachers plan lessons to meet the needs of all groups of children in their class.  In class, Pupils with 

SEND have activities planned for them that meet their needs.    

 Teaching assistants will support your child’s learning in the classroom either individually or in small groups.  

 Specific resources and strategies will be provided if required to support your child.    

 We use a variety of interventions to support children with different needs.  These include: 

 Evidence based individualised literacy and numeracy interventions 

 Individual speech and language therapy programmes 

 Individual or small group social skills groups 

 Group interventions for supporting children with mobility and co-ordination difficulties 

 ILI, Talk Boost, Letters and Sounds, Talk for Writing and ELSA.  

 There are additional resources for learning and activities including Theraputty, support cushions, fiddle 



toys, specially adapted pens and writing frames 

 Advisory teachers are accessed for advice on in-class strategies and expertise 

 Training and resources for additional support and activities available for pupils with SEND is regularly 

reviewed and, where possible, added to as required. 

 Pupils with SEND have the opportunity to use games, puppets, practical maths equipment, Ipad apps and 

much more in class and as part of their individual support programme. 

How do we enable pupils with 

SEND to engage in activities 

with other pupils who do not 

have SEND? 

 All our children learn and engage with children both with SEND and those who do not have SEND 

throughout their school day.  Activities are planned carefully by the class teacher so that learning can 

take place within the same peer group. 

 Depending on the activity the children can be grouped according to ability or can work in mixed ability 

groups. This encourages our children to take on different roles when working in different groups. This can 

also build their confidence.  

How do we consult parents of 

pupils with SEND and involve 

them in their child’s education.   

 

 

Or  

 

 

How do we involve children and 

their parents/carers in their 

child’s education?  

 We are a child and family centred school so you will be involved in all the decision making about your child’s 

needs.  

 When assessments are carried out we include your views to determine whether your child’s understanding 

and behaviour are the same at school and home. This is taken into account so that we can work together to 

enable your child to make progress.  

 All our teachers write and review Individual Learning Plans which are shared with you at parents meetings. 

Appropriate targets and outcomes are set termly.  

 SEND Support Plans are written and reviewed in collaboration with parents and these are reviewed as soon 

as is needed, but at least 3 times a year. 

 In the summer term, there is an Annual Review Meeting to review progress and achievement made during 

the year, to identify any new needs and to plan for transition into the next school year.  These are led by 

the SENDCo in collaboration with parent carers as well as current and new class teachers, support staff 

new SENDCo from the next school, if appropriate, outside specialist if required and the child. 

 Where a pupil with SEND is joining or leaving the school, parent carers and the school will consult over the 

School Entry Plan. 

 The SENDCo initiates telephone or face-to-face consultation with parent carers as required and class 

teachers are available before and after school, at specific parent consultation sessions and will initiate 

contact with parent carers as required.  

 Children with SEND are encouraged to be involved in the Individual Learning Plan process. Their views and 

opinions are taken in to account. 

 Support plans are designed to include the child’s interests and views as much as possible. 

 School staff discuss with the child their areas of difficulty and strength at an appropriate level and 



encourage the child to take responsibility for looking after their support plan. 

What support do we have for 

you as a parent of a child with 

a SEND?  

 

What support services are 

available to parents?  

 We operate an open door policy and would like you to talk with your child’s class teacher so we know how 

your child is doing at home too. We hope this will ensure we are doing similar things to support your child 

both at home and school and can share what is working in both settings.  

 Across the year we invite you to attend parents meetings where we will share information about your 

children progress and any support they are receiving.  

 The SENDCO is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns/worries you 

have.  

 All information from outside agencies will be discussed with you and the professional involved, or if this is 

not possible then a report is produced which the school can go through with you. You will receive copies of 

reports.  

 The school works closely with outside support agencies including local authority support teams such as: 

learning support services, educational psychology support service, physical and medical support services, 

autism and communication support service and social and emotional support services.  The school also works 

closely with NHS community health teams including speech and language therapists, occupational 

therapists and community nurses.   

How do we assess and review 

pupil’s progress towards their 

outcomes? 

 

Or 

 

How will we measure the 

progress of your child in 

school?  

 Your child’s progress is continually monitored by the class teacher and if a SEND need is identified by the 

SENDCO. 

 Their progress is reviewed termly across Reading, Writing and Maths where a judgement is made according 

to age related expectations.  

 Termly pupil progress meetings are held by the head teacher where we monitor progress in Reading, 

Writing and Maths for each child.  During this meeting discussions are held about what needs to be put in 

place to support children who require additional help including those with SEND.  

 During lessons our teachers constantly check on the progress of their children through on-going 

assessments, questioning and evaluations.  

 Additionally, our English and Maths subject’s leaders monitor the progress of all children in these 

subjects.  

 At the end of Key stage 1 the school is required to report English, Maths and Science assessments for 

your child.  

 The progress of children with a Statement of SEND or Educational Health Care Plan is formally reviewed 

at an Annual Review. 

 The SEND Support Plan will form part of the normal Assess Plan Do Review cycle but will be more 

outcomes focussed i.e. A time frame will be applied 

 Support Staff will keep a record of teaching activities, learning and progress towards the outcomes set 



out in the SEND Support Plan on an Intervention log which will be reviewed by the class teacher and 

SENDCo regularly 

 Planning and monitoring of progress of the child and reviewing the support plan in collaboration with the 

child and parent carers occur as soon as is needed, but at least 3 times a year.  Following review a new plan 

will be agreed where necessary.  New targets will include what the child needs to learn and achieve in 

order to make progress, what they need to do to ensure they achieve it, who will be helping them to 

achieve it, what help will be provided and how and when this will happen 

 In the summer term, a SEND Review Meeting will be held to review progress and achievement made during 

the year, identify any new needs and to plan for transition into the next school year.  These are led by the 

SENDCo in collaboration with parent carers as well as current and new class teachers, support staff new 

SENDCo from the next school, if appropriate, outside specialist if required and the child 

 The Head teacher and SENDCo collect and evaluate progress and attainment data for children in our 

schools with SEND and this is reported to the governing body 

How do we support your child 

during transition? (I.e. moving 

to our school/when they are 

moving to another class or if 

they are leaving our school?) 

 As a school we recognise ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child with SEND. We take steps to ensure any 

transition is as smooth as possible.  

 If your child is moving into our school; 

 We will discuss any leaning needs with the prior setting, who are responsible for liaising with the SENDCo 

so that an effective starting school plan can be arranged.  If a child is already identified with SEND which 

requires support from outside specialists, then the lead professional involved at pre-school will initiate the 

School Entry Planning process liaising with the school SENDCo. The SENDCo will then arrange for a 

planning meeting to take place including current staff at pre-school, outside professionals, new school 

staff and parent carers to ensure effective transition planning such as extra visits 

 Provide a transition booklet if required 

 Invite your child for some additional visits prior to joining our school.  

 Complete Pre-school Spring term Liaison form for children entering EYFS in the new academic year.  

 

 If your child is moving to another school; 

 We will contact the school SENDCO and ensure they know about any SEND arrangements or 

support that need to be made for your child.  

 We will make sure all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible. 

 If necessary arrange additional visits for your child to their new setting or invite staff to visit your 

child at our school.  

 

 When your child is moving year groups at our school; 



 Information about your child will be shared with their new teachers 

 Organise specific times for your child to visit the new class 

 Provide a transition book if necessary 

 

 When your child is moving from Year 4 to 5 

 We will invite the receiving school’s SENDCo to the Summer Review meeting so that effective 

transition planning can occur such as extra visits from staff at the receiving school.  

 The transition process for schools feeding into Maiden Beech Academy starts early in the Spring 

Term and includes events such as shared sports competitions and Forest School Days. 

How do we support pupils with 

SEND to improve their 

emotional and social 

development?  

 As a school we have staff trained as Emotional, Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA).  Children are 

supported either in small groups or individually. Drop in sessions are also available when children can speak 

to an adult for support.  

 We offer individualised intervention where required using the SEAL materials (Social Emotional Attributes 

of Learning) 

 Where children require highly individualised support, advice is gained from our advisory teacher from the 

Local Authority Social, Emotional and Mental Health Support Team 

 Support in this area might include a named or key worker, individual teaching of recognising and managing 

feelings and nurture group activities 

 As part of our assembly themes and e-safety curriculum the children are aware of anti-bullying and how to 

access support if needed. We also take part in the National Anti - Bullying initiative.  

How will we secure specialist 

expertise?  

 

Or 

 

Who are the other people 

providing services to children 

with a SEND in this school?  

 

How do we involve other 

organisations in meeting the 

needs of pupils with SEND and 

supporting their families?  

 

 Teaching assistants work both in small groups or independently with children across the school.  

 Outside agencies include: 

 Educational Psychology Service 

 Learning Support Service 

 Communication and Autism Service 

 Sensory, Physical and Medical Support Service 

 Social Emotional Support Service 

 Parent and Family Support Advisors 

 Referrals are made to these services via the SENDCO at Wave 3 support.  

 Often the schools will consult the Integrated Therapy Service for Children and Young People Reference 

Guide and implement suggested strategies.  If after this insufficient impact is noted, they will contact the 

relevant body as listed in the guide.  There is also the possibility of immediate referral if deemed 

necessary.  

 In addition, there are several scheduled meetings per year with the area SENDCo and a number of hours 



allocated to each school by the Educational psychologist Service and Learning Support Services.  

 Parents will be encouraged to consult with their GP/Paediatrician for referral if this is felt to be 

expedient. 

How will we secure equipment 

and facilities to support pupils 

with SEND?  

 Across the school we use a variety of equipment to support your child’s learning. We ensure all equipment 

is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.  

 Key words and English resources are used across the school to support learning. These are displayed in the 

classrooms and individual word cards are in writing books.  

 Practical maths resources including number lines, Numicon, cubes and counters are available in all classes. 

The children are also encouraged to self-select these resources to enable them to be more independent in 

their learning.  

 Visual timetables and learning prompts are displayed in all classrooms.  

 School trips are inclusive to all children. If necessary an additional adult may accompany your child on a 

trip.  

 There is a disabled toilet located at the school which is accessible via all classrooms. 

 Adaptations will be made to allow all children to access the offsite activities that we offer including 

Forest School, the school field and mugger.  

 Adaptations and re organising would be made to allow children to access onsite activities. (Refer to 

Accessibility Plan) 

 The school SENDCo and leadership team ensure that appropriate equipment and resources are available to 

support children’s needs. The annual review process allows the school to identify equipment and facilities 

that need updating or are needed. 

 Funding for equipment, facilities and training is provided via the Local Authority directly to schools.  It is 

expected that the funding received by schools, which is based on a locally delegated formula is sufficient 

to meet the needs of most pupils including those with SEND.  In real terms, this means that schools fund 

up to the first £6000 per eligible pupil from their usual budget.       

 

 Schools receive funding for all children including those with SEND and these needs are met from this, 

(including equipment). The local authority may contribute more funding if the cost of meeting an individual 

child's needs is more than £6000 per year. If the assessment of a child's needs identifies something that 

is significantly different to what is usually available, there will be additional funding allocated. Parents may 

have a say in how this is used. You will be informed if this means you are eligible for a personal budget. 



This must be used to fund the agreed plan. 

How do we evaluate the 

effectiveness of our SEND 

revision?  

 

 The school regularly monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of its practice and the quality of provision 

offered to all our pupils.  Governors, the Head teacher and Senior leaders contribute to this process of 

self-evaluation annually.  To do this, the following occurs: 

 Regular sampling of parent views through questionnaires, pupil views through the Assess Plan Do Review 

Cycle, staff views through questionnaires 

 Learning Walks and lesson observations 

 Analysis of progress and achievement data 

 Impact and quality of interventions 

 Regular monitoring by middle, Senior leaders and governors 

 The SENDCo and Senior leadership team has responsibility, along with the Head teacher and SEND 

governor, for monitoring and evaluation effectiveness of practices for children with SEND 

 The SENDCo in collaboration with the SEND Governor draws up an SEND Improvement Plan linked to the 

whole School Development Plan. 

How do we handle complaints 

from parents of children with 

SEND about provision made at 

our school?  

 

 

 Decisions about provision for young people with SEND or disabilities should be made jointly by providers, 

parents and the young people themselves, taking a person centred approach.  Support in these decisions 

will be given across the Federation and if you are not satisfied with these decisions, steps will be taken to 

resolve differences. 

 Our complaints procedure follows LEA guidelines.  Such is our partnership with the children and parents we 

would hope that all concerns would be dealt with at an early stage.  Please refer to the school’s complaints 

policy for further details. 

Who can pupils and parents 

contact if they have concerns?  

 

Or 

 

How can I let the school know 

I am concerned about my 

child’s progress in school?  

 If you or your children have any concerns about the support they are receiving and the progress they are 

making then please see your child’s class teacher who will try to answer your questions. If your child is still 

not making progress and you are concerned then you can contact the SENDCO or Executive Head teacher.  

 

 Miss N Ball – 01460 73437 or 01460 72745 

 Mrs K Dawson – 01460 72745 

Where can the LA’S local offer 

be found? How have we 

contributed to it? 

On our school website there is a link to the local offer.  Somerset’s Local Offer provides information on the 

services available for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) aged 

between 0 and 25 and how to access them. 
 



 

 

 


