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12th May 2017  

 
Dear Parents,  

 
I am currently looking towards the next academic year at Ashlands and would like to take the 
opportunity to share some exciting news about class structure for 2017 and update you on some 
staffing news.   

 
Ashlands is a fabulous learning environment and through the year we have welcomed families new to 
the area into our school. Our Governors and Senior Leadership Team have dedicated much time and 
energy into looking at how we can continue to grow and prosper as a school and it is with a positive air 
of excitement that I am thrilled to share that we have decided to extend our current class base and 
provide 5 classes across the school.  This will give us the room for growth whilst retaining the 
opportunity to keep class sizes to a reasonable size.  As you will all know, we pride ourselves on our 
teachers’ ability to teach across the range in our current mixed class structure but we are excited to be 
able to have this opportunity to develop the learning of the children in single year group classes.  
 
This will be an initial one year project that will be reviewed at the end of the financial year in accordance 
with school funding allocation information.  I am pleased to share that after a busy week of interviews 
we have successfully appointed a newly qualified teacher, Mr William Hopkinson to join our team.  
 
We have also recruited a fabulous experienced teacher, Mr William Pearse, to take over the role of Early 
Years Leader across the Federation and join our Senior Leadership Team.  Mr Coath has accepted an 
opportunity to take on a new and exciting venture at a new build school in Bridgwater and although it is 
with heavy hearts that we will see him depart from Ashlands at the end of the school year we are 
confident that Mr Pearse will continue the great work that happens in our Early Years Class.  
 
Mrs Hooper has been supporting the Senior Leadership Team for the majority of the year and I am 
pleased to share that she is officially stepping into the role of Senior Lead Teacher as of September 
2017.  She will be a safe pair of hands and a good listening ear for those times when I am unavailable for 
children, parents and staff.  
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On a sad note Miss Knight will be leaving Ashlands at the end of the school year as Mrs Gosden returns.  
Miss Knight has successfully completed her NQT year and her pom pom and gardening skills have been a 
definite hit!  On a happy note - she is not going far as she will continue to work within the Federation 
across at Misterton Church of England First School.  Miss Knight will be teaching in Oak Class whilst Mrs 
Dawson is on her maternity leave.   
 
In the next few weeks I will be confirming Teachers for each year group and will share this accordingly.  
 
If you have any concerns or questions about the up and coming developments please do not hesitate to 
come in and see me.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
Nicola Ball 
Executive Headteacher 
Ashlands and Misterton Federation  
 
 

 


